
EXPLORE ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
THROUGH IDEA GENERATION
A premier event of the Montana DECA State Career Development 
Conference, the DECA Shark Tank Challenge is a fast-paced 
entrepreneurial learning activity that challenges students to find an 
innovative, new use for a commonplace item in just over a week! 
The Statewide competition is a fun and exciting opportunity for 
students to be imaginative and resourceful while learning about the 
entrepreneurial process The item to be used in the challenge will 
remain a mystery until revealed by Montana DECA on 
January 30, 2019. 

• Brainstorm a new use for the revealed item. 
• Ensure that each team member holds a specific responsibility in 

the collaboration process.
• Create a prototype. Other materials may be incorporated into the 

design, so long as the challenge item is the primary component of 
the final creation. 

ORGANIZE A TEAM
Establish a team of three to five chapter members. Teams must be 
no smaller than three members, and no greater than five members. 
Each chapter may submit one team for competition. 

KEY DATES
JJAANNUUAARRYY  3300,,  22001199 
Mystery item/challenge 
announced at 10:00 a.m. 
MST.

FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY  1100,,  22001199
Live Shark Tank Pitches
@ Montana DECA State 
Career Development 
Conference. 

MORE INFORMATION 
John Stiles, State Director
jstiles@mtdeca.com

ACCESS THE MYSTERY ITEM
Uncover the Shark Tank Mystery Item  and challenge details on 
January 30, 2019 at www.mtdeca.com. 

GET STARTED

PITCH YOUR PRODUCT @ SCDC
Teams/Chapters will pitch their product/creation at the "DECA 
Garage" on Sunday February 10, 2019 at the State Career 
Development Conference. Conference attendees will be given DECA 
Dollars to invest in their favorite Shark Tank Pitches. When the 
DECA Garage Closes, the top three teams with the highest 
investment will pitch their product/creation to the live Shark Tank 
Panel during the opening session, where $1,000 will be awarded to 
the winning team. 

KEY DATES
JANUARY 27, 2020 

Mystery item/challenge  
announced at 10:00 a.m. 

FEBRUARY 9, 2020
Live Shark Tank Pitches @ 

Montana DECA State Career 
Development Conference. 

MORE INFORMATION 
John Stiles, State Director 

jstiles@mtdeca.com
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2020 MYSTERY ITEM
COFFEE FILTERS

ORGANIZE A TEAM
Each Montana DECA Chapter is eligible to participate. A team 
must consist of three to five student members. Each chapter 
may submit one team for competition. 

GET STARTED
•	 Brainstorm a new use for the revealed item.
•	 Ensure that each team member holds a specific  

responsibility in the collaboration process. 
•	 Create a prototype. Other materials may be incorporated 

into the design, so long as the challenge item is the primary 
component of the final creation. 

PITCH YOUR PRODUCT @ SCDC
Chapters will pitch their product/creation at the DECA State 
Career Development Conference. Conference attendees will 
listen to live pitches, and vote for their favorite product in the 
DECA Hub, Sunday February 9, 2020 from 1pm-4pm. After  
voting has concluded, the top three teams, with the highest 
number of votes will pitch their product/creation to the live 
Shark Tank Panel during the opening session. The winning team 
will receive $1,000 during the Grand Awards Session on  
Tuesday February 11, 2020. 


